ABRAM  URBlN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


Medical  OfQcer’s  (29th)  Annual  Report,  1905. 


8th  February,  1905, 


Mr  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 


I beg  to  submit  my  report  on  the  health  and  mortality  of  your  district  for  the  past  year, 
together  with  the  several  tables  of  statistics  required  by  the  Local  Government  Board,  and  the 
County  Council. 

m 

It  will  be  seen  that  the  General  Dea'm  wate,  as  calculated  upon  a population  estimated  to  the 
middle  of  the  year  of  6,660,  is  19'2,  against  22’8  for  the  year  before,  and  2 3 less  than  the  average  for 
10  years. 


The  Zymotic  Death  Rate,  it  is  satisfactory  to  note,  shows  a very  favourable  comparison  to 
previous  years,  being  2"7,  against  i'b  the  year  before,  and  less  than  the  general  average. 

The  Injantile  Death  Rate  maintained  a high  6gure,  being  200,  against  207,  and  against  an 
average  of  203  for  ten  years  immediately  preceding,  and  much  in  excess  of  the  average  for  the 
Administrative  County. 

The  Birth  Rate  is  30-7,  the  lowest  rate  recorded  for  ten  years,  the  births  registered  being  27  less 
in  number  than  the  average  for  the  decade  (1894-1903). 


Registered  Births 

Females  96. 

Total  205. 

„ Deaths  .. 

77. 

O , 51- 

„ 128. 

a , 32. 

46. 

77. 







The  total  deaths  include  five  dying  in  Public  Institutions  outside  the  district,  viz.  : — Wigan 
Infirmary,  3 ; and  the  Workhouse,  2. 

Three  deaths  were  not  certified,  one  heart  disease,  one  premature  birth,  one  natural  causes  ; and 
there  were  seven  inquests  concerning  as  many  deaths,  four  resulting  from  accidents  in  connection 
with  mining,  and  three  from  drowning  (one  of  latter  unknown,  placed  to  the  Ward  in  which  death 
took  place). 

The  average  age  of  sixteen  persons  (eight  males  and  eight  females)  over  65  was  72^  years. 

One  illegitimate  child  died  under  one  year,  and  there  were  six  illegitimates  born,  males 
females  two. 

The  estimated  population  on  January  1st,  1905,  being  6,686, 


2 


Infectious  Sickness 

— Notified. 

And  its 

Mortality, 

1901 

1902 

1903 

1904 

1901 

1902 

1903 

1904 

Scarlet 

67 

20 

109 

50 

5 

3 

6 

1 

Diphtheria  ... 

87 

29 

2 

8 

10 

2 

1 

1 

Typhoid  

54 

17 

9 

17 

10 

2 

2 

3 

Erysipelas  ... 

3 

12 

14 

15 

• « • 

... 

Puerperal 

2 

2 

... 

1 

Chicken  Pox 

... 

5 

2 

... 

211 

80 

139 

94 

25 

7 

9 

6 

Not  Notified- 

—.Measles 

6 

9 

10 

2 

Pertussis 

1 

2 

2 

Diarrhoea 

15 

4 

10 

9 

46 

21 

31 

19 

Distribution  of  the  above  will  be  found  on  Table  III.,  and  the  Ward  distribution  of  all  Deaths 

was 


1902 

1903 

1904 

Abram  Brow 

35 

35 

38 

Bamfurlong  

45 

37 

30 

Plank  Lane  

24 

46 

26 

Bickershaw  

20 

32 

34 

124 

150 

128 

Being  shoit  of  information  as  to  population,  births,  and  deaths,  an  estimate  cannot  be  made  of 
the  death  rates  for  individual  wards.  It  may  be  mentioned  that  with  regard  to  amount  of  illness 
referred  to  each  ward,  one  must  discount  a comparison  since,  for  instance,  Warrington  Road  is  the 
dividing  line  between  Bamfurlong  and  Abram  Brow,  affording  greatest  facility  for  disease  to  be 
carried  to  and  from  one  to  the  other. 

The  general  analysis  of  ward  incidence  will  be  found  in  Table  IV.,  from  which  also  we  find 
summary  of  deaths  to  be  as  follows  ; from  all  causes,  and  at  subjoined  ages  ; — Under  one  year,  41  ; 
one  to  five,  16  ; five  to  fifteen,  5 ; fifteen  to  twenty-five,  5 ; twenty-five  to  sixty-five,  45  ; sixty-five 
and  upwards,  16  ; total,  128. 

As  regards  periodicity  Scarlet  was  pretty  uniform  month  by  month,  greatest  freedom  being  in 
April,  May,  and  June,  and  the  most  emphasized  in  December.  There  is  little  doubt  from  what  could 
be  gathered  that  disregard  to  its  contagious  character,  and  visiting  between  relatives  and  friends,  being 
cause  of  its  spread  and  consequent  persistency.  Now  that  we  have  a modern  disinfector  it  is  advisable 
as  pointed  out  in  last  month’s  report  to  utilise  the  same  for  sterilising  infected  material,  and  also  to 
make  a point  of  isolating  in  your  sanatorium  first  cases  from  new  centres.  In  some  half-dozen 
instances  nuisances  were  found  : — Stopped  drain  or  defective  gully,  want  of  lime-washing,  foul  ashpit, 
houses  requiring  cleaning,  and  such  like. 

There  was  a low  mortality,  one  out  of  50,  and  the  houses  concerned  numbered  36. 

Typhoid  Fever.  Of  this  we  had  a total  of  18  cases,  viz.  : — Brynn  Gate,  one,  April  ; Willow 
Street,  Warrington  Road,  one,  July.  Early  in  August  a case  was  reported  at  551,  Warrington  Road, 
followed  shortly  by  sudden  notification  of  five  others  practically  altogether,  and  Kt  a short  distance. 
The  two  first-mentioned  did  not  call  for  comment  regarding  any  insanitary  conditions,  milk,  or  water 
supply.  In  connection,  however,  with  the  six  in  August,  two  out  of  the  five  houses  concerned  had 
lodgers,  in  one  of  which  there  was  decided  over-crowding,  the  cubical  space  being  equal  to  seven  adults, 
whereas  the  occupation  was  equal  to  nine  adults  and  one  child,  The  absence  of  general  evidence  as 
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to  a cause  was  suggestive  of  trouble  at  neighbouring  farm,  from  which  four  of  the  houses  received 
milk,  To  this  end  the  well  water  was  examined  and  found  bad  (sewage  tainted),  but  negative  results 
as  to  presence  of  typhoid  baccilli.  I may  say  here  that  at  an  early  date  this  farm  was  supplied  with 
water  by  your  Council,  also  another  farm,  leaving  four  or  five  farms  lying  some  distance  from  mains 
as  yet  not  so  supplied.  Of  late  years  I have  concluded  that  personal  infectivity  occurs  in  all 
likelihood  through  crowding,  absence  of  absolute  cleanliness,  and  early  proper  attention  to  the 
dejections,  and  soiled  linen.  To  meet  the  trouble  and  prevent  further  spread  it  was  at  once  decided 
to  open  the  “ Sanatorium,”  this  being  effected  without  any  delay,  and  all  the  cases  immediately  isolated. 
In  Septeml  er  we  had  further  word  of  three  cases  in  Lilly  Lane.  All  removed  to  hospital.  Here  again 
one  of  the  houses,  11,  Tetley  Street,  was  over-crowded  to  much  the  same  extent,  the  cubic  space  being 
equal  to  seven  adults,  as  against  occupation  being  equal  to  ten  adults.  This  was  an  imported  case, 
the  man  having  been  knocking  about  the  country  for  two  years,  and  came  into  the  district  13  days 
previously  already  sick.  At  62,  Lilly  Lane,  the  house  was  filthy,  but  after  removal  of  patient  tenant 
soon  left,  allowing  of  the  place  being  cleaned  through.  Most  probably  the  case  next  door.  No.  60, 
arose  through  visiting.  In  October  another  case  arose  not  far  distant  from  the  previous  cases 
(No.  536,  Warrington  Road),  Little  evidence  could  be  gained  except  that  he  complained  of  foul  smells 
in  mine  where  he  worked.  A little  later  on  in  Plank  Lane  Ward,  Holden  Street,  on  far  side  of 
township,  one  case  where  house  required  cleaning  and  repairing,  while  in  same  locality  (54,  Talbot 
Road),  another,  a house  requiring  same  attention,  and  where  subsequently  two  other  children  took  ill. 
At  the  end  of  November  your  District  Nurse  sickened,  probably  becoming  infected  in  connection  with 
her  duties.  Unfortunately  one  of  your  own  nurses  contracted  the  disease  from  a very  bad  case,  this 
making  14  cases  treated  in  your  “ Sanatorium.”  On  last  day  of  year  another  case  arose  (571, 
Warrington  Road).  There  were  two  deaths,  the  third  fatality  being  reported  by  M.O.H.  of  Wigan  as 
occurring  in  Wigan  Infiimary,  and  of  which  we  had  had  no  previous  information  whatever.  The  death 
rate  inclusive  was  0’45. 

Erysipelas  was  somewhat  more  frequently  noted,  but  no  fatality  was  recorded.” 

Of  two  cases  of  Puerperal^  or  lying-in  fever,  one  proved  fatal.  This  illness  has  not  come  much 
under  notice  (two  cases  last  two  years). 

Two  cases  of  Chicken-pox  were  reported  under  the  temporary  arrangement  for  notification.  W'e 
may  congratulate  ourselves  on  not  having  had  any  Smallpox  to  contend  with,  an  immunity  Abram  has 
enjoyed  for  very  many  years. 

Measles  contributed  two  deaths  towards  the  zymotic  rate,  occurring  in  January,  and  the  like 
number  of  fatalities  took  place  from  Whooping  Cough,  one  in  May,  and  one  in  June. 

Diarrhoea  and  Enteritis  ran  concurrently  the  third  quarter,  seven  of  the  former  out  of  nine 
deaths,  and  16  out  of  20  of  the  latter  being  under  one  year.  There  is  little  doubt  but  that  artificial 
feeding,  and  that  often  of  poor,  improvised  character,  is  at  the  bottom  of  the  trouble  in  causing  both 
these  types  of  illness,  and  supplementary  is  the  pacification  (?)  sought  by  the  dummy  teats  at  which  a 
child  sucks  eagerly  for  short  time,  and  then  letting  go,  an  inrush  of  air  follows,  and  digestive  trouble 
arises.  The  rate  was  fractionally  lower  than  in  the  previous  year,  being  1-35,  against  1-52. 

Phthisis  showed  a slight  rise  in  the  mortality,  1-05,  against  0-91  in  1903,  while 

Respiratory  Diseases  compared  favourably,  3'1,  as  against  5T8  and  4-83  in  two  previous  years, 
and  51 2 for  the  mean  of  decade,  1893-1902. 

I have  attended  your  monthly  meetings  reporting  generally  on  health  and  mortality,  and  noting 
anything  concerning  the  health  of  the  community. 

With  regard  to  ashpits  and  closets  these  have  received  attention,  as  will  be  seen  from  the 
Inspector’s  Table  annexed. 


Factories  and  Workshops  Act,  1901,  and  Bakehouses.  We  have  no  factories  within  the  meaning 
of  the  Act,  neither  are  there  any  underground  bakehouses. 

Worskhops  numbered  nine,  viz.  : — Cloggers  5,  and  dressmakers  4,  out  of  which  one  of  first  and 
two  of  second  required  notice  to  limewash.  Of  four  bakehouses  two  required  similar  notices.  Beyond 
this  no  comment  is  needed. 

The  two  slaughter- houses  were  clean  and  in  good  order. 

You  will  find  a tabular  table  for  official  figures  appended,  copies  to  be  forwarded  to  the  C.O.,  L.G  B., 
Home  Office,  and  your  Council. 

In  December  a tubercular  cow  was  referred  to  us  by  owners,  and  buried  and  covered  with  quick- 
lime. 


Water  Supply  is  as  formerly,  the  average  consumption  per  head  daily  being  about  1 1 gallons. 

The  effluents  from  the  sewerage  works  have  been,  as  before,  of  a satisfactory  character. 

Generally  the  township  has  maintained  a much  cleaner  condition,  and  when  streets,  yards,  and 
passages  all  get  paved  or  flagged  less  sickness  may  be  expected.  Your  Sanatorium,  as  mentioned, 
was  opened  during  the  year,  and  proved  of  much  service. 

Mr,  Eatock’s  report  will  show  the  nuisances  attended  to,  memoranda  as  to  dairies  and  cowsheds, 
the  sewage  outfall  works,  and  nightsoil  removal. 


I remain,  Sir  and  Gentlemen, 


Your  obedient  Servant, 


NATHAN  HANNAH,  M.O.H. 
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TABLE  1. 

Vital  Statistics  of  Whole  District  during  1904  and  previous  Years. 

District  of  Abram. 


1 

Bieths. 

Total 

Dk.vths  Registered  in  the 
District. 

Deaths  of 
Residents 

Nett  Deaths  .at  all 
Ages  beloxginc  to 

Piipnlatioii 

Under  1 Year  of  Age. 

At  all  .Ages. 

registered 
in  Paolic 

THE  Dlstkict. 

Year. 

estimated  to 
Middle  of  each 
Year 

Number. 

Kate. 

Number. 

Rate  per 
1,000 
Births 
Registered 

Numbei. 

Rate. 

In.^titu- 

tious 

bevond 

the 

District. 

Numaer. 

Rate. 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

0 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

1894 

4604 

181 

39-3 

26 

143 

80 

17-30 

1895 

4694 

203 

43-3 

39 

192 

100 

20-30 

1896 

1 

4806 

220 

45‘8 

39 

177 

98 

20-60 

... 

j 1897 

4934 

227 

46-0 

45 

198 

102 

20-00 

1898 

5054 

238 

47-0 

59 

247 

130 

2572 

... 

128 

25-32 

1899 

5175 

235 

45-4 

57 

242 

111 

21-40 

111 

21-4 

1900 

5277 

252 

47-7 

57 

230 

145 

27-4 

145 

27-4 

1901 

6325 

248 

39-2 

56 

225 

164 

25-92 

5 

169 

26-71 

1902 

6409 

246 

38-3 

43 

178 

i20 

18-72 

4 

124 

19-34 

1903 

6556 

270 

41 

56 

207 

143 

21-81 

7 

150 

22-87 

Averages 
for  years 
1894-1903 

5383 

232 

43  3 

47 

203 

119 

21-91 

1904 

6660 

205 

30-7 

41 

200 

123 

18-4 

5 

128 

19-2 

Area  of  District  in  acres ) Total  population  at  all  ages  . . 6306  ) “ 

(excusive  of  area  > 1928  Number  of  inhabited  houses  ...  1116  > •<  c 'o 

covered  by  water).  ) Average  number  of  persons  per  house  5'65  ) q 


I, 

IT. 

III. 

InstitBtions  within  the  District  receiving 

Institutions  outside  the  District  receiving 

Other  Institutions,  the  deaths  in  which 

sick  and  infirm  persons  from 

sick  and  infirm  persons  from 

have  been  distributed  nnicng  the  several 

outside  the  District. 

the  District. 

localities  in  the  District. 

Nil. 

Wigan  Workhouse. 

Wigan  Infirmary. 

Nil. 

Is  the  Union  Workhouse  within  the  District 
Deaths  in  Public  Institutions  within  area  ... 


No  ; at  Wigan. 
2 (Typhoid). 


•1061 


TABLE  II. 
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TABLE  III. 

Cases  of  Infectious  Disease  notified  during  the  Year  1904. 

District  of  Abram. 


Total  Cases  Notified  in  each  No.  of  Cases  Removed  to 

Cases  Notified  in  whole  District.  Locality.  Hospital  from  each  Locality. 

^Notifiable  Disease. 

At  all 
Ages. 

At  Ages— Years.  Plank 

1 to  5.  5 to  15.  15  to  25.  25  to 

Abram 

Brow 

Ward. 

Bam-  Bicker- 
furlong  shaw 
Ward.  Ward. 

Plank 

Lane 

Ward. 

Abram  Bam-  Bicker- 
Brow  furlong  shaw 
Ward.  Ward.  Ward. 

Diphtheria  .. 

8 

2 

3 2 

1 

G 

2 ... 



Erysipelas  ... 

...  15 

1 

2 3 

9 2 

3 

7 3 

... 



Scarlet  Fever 

...  50 

14 

32  4 

3 

21 

18  8 

... 



Enteric  Fever 

...  18 

... 

4 3 

11  4 

8 

6 ... 

4 

5 4 ... 

Puerperal  Fever 

2 

2 

1 

1 



Chicken  Pox 

2 

1 

1 

1 1 

Totals 96  18  42  12  23  9 39  35  12  ' 4 5 4 


Isolation  Hospital : Park  Lane,  Abram. 
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TABLE  IV. 

Causes  of,  and  Ages  at  Death  during  Year  1904. 
District  of  ABRAM.  , 


Causes  of  death. 

1 

.Vll 

Ages 

2 

Deaths  in  or  belonging  to  whole  District  at 
subjoining  ages. 

1 and  i)  and  l.'i  and  25  and 
Under  under  under  under  under 

1 year.  .5  15  25  55 

3 4 5 0 7 

05  and 
up- 

i\'ards. 

8 

Deaths  in  or  belonging  to 
Localities  (at  all  ages). 

Plank  -Vbram  Bam-  Bicker- 
Lane  Brow  furlong  shaw 

Ward.  Ward.  Ward.  Ward. 

0 in  11  12 

Measles 

2 

2 ' ... 

1 

1 

Scarlet  Fever  . ... 

1 

1 

1 

Whooping  Cough  ... 

2 

1 

1 

... 

1 

1 

Diphtheria  & Membranous 
Croup 

1 

.. 

1 

... 

1 

... 

Enteric 

3 

1 

2 

1 

2 

Diarrhoea  ...  ...  ... 

9 

7 

2 

... 

3 

1 

1 4 

Enteritis 

20 

16 

4 

... 

... 

2 

9 

5 4 

Puerperal  Fever  ... 

1 

... 

... 

1 

... 

... 

... 

1 

Phthisis 

7 

1 

6 

1 

1 

2 3 

Other  tubercular  diseases  ... 

i 

1 

1 



Cancer,  malignant  disease... 

2 

... 



... 

1 

1 

... 

2 

Bronchitis  ... 

11 

1 

1 

1 

4 

4 

4 

1 

1 5 

Pneumonia... 

10 

5 

3 1 

... 

1 

2 

5 3 

Other  diseases  of  respira- 
tory organs 

2 

... 

... 

1 

1 

2 

Cirrhosis  of  liver... 

1 



... 

1 

1 

Premature  birth  ... 

6 

6 



... 

... 

... 

... 

2 

3 1 

Diseases  and  accidents  of 
parturition 

3 

... 

1 

2 

... 

1 

! 1 

Heart  diseases 

--  ^ 



1 

5 

1 

3 

1 

1 2 

Accidents 

8 



... 

8 

1 

6 

1 

Wasting  dis.  of  inf. 

2 

2 

... 

... 

2 

Convulsive  do 

1 

1 

... 

... 

... 

... 

1 

All  other  causes 

28 

2 

1 2 

1 

14 

8 

7 

9 

5 7 

All  causes  128  41  16  5 5 45  16  26  38  30  34 


NATHAN  HANNAH,  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
JJoJe,  Sill,  Fehruary,  1905. 
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SANITARY  INSPECTOR’S  ANNUAL  REPORT  FOR  1904. 

January  29th,  1905. 

Dear  Sir, 

I beg  to  forward  you  Summary  of  Nuisances  that  have  come  under  my  notice  and  bi.en 
dealt  with  during  the  past  year  : — 


Nuisances  from 

No.  of  Notices 
Served. 

No.  of  Houses 
Affected. 

Stopped  Drains  and  Gullies 

.. 

20 

36 

Defective  Drains  and  Gullies 

.. 

6 

15 

Overcrowding 

1 

1 

Foul,  Deep,  Wet  Ashpits  which  have 
cemented  

been 

raised  and 

3 

11 

Old  Dilapidated  Aslipits  Demolished 
erected 

and 

New  ones 

2 

2 

Farms  Re-drained... 

.. 

1 

1 

New  Additional  Erected  ... 

.. 

3 

10 

36 

76 

A diseased  cow  was  buried  and  covered  with  quicklime  on  December  15th,  1904. 


The  Slaughter-houses,  Bakehouses,  and  Workplace.s,  have  been  regularly  attended  to  during  the 
past  year. 


Slaughter-houses 

2 

Bakehouses.  . 

4 

Workplaces 

9 

15 


No.  2.  January  29th,  1905. 


DAIRIES  AND  COWSHEDS. 


Dairies  and  cowsheds  have  received  attention  during  the  past  year,  and  have  been  limewashed. 
The  number  of  farms  and  dairies  dealing  in  the  sale  of  milk  are  29,  23  of  which  receive  their  water 
supply  from  the  Council’s  water  mains,  four  from  wells,  and  two  from  ram-water  barrels.  Two  more 
farms  have  been  connected  to  the  Council’s  water  main  during  the  year, 


SEWAGE  OUTFALL  WORKS. 

The  effluent  from  the  Sewage  Works  continues  to  be  highly  satisfactory.  The  Mersey  and 
Irwell  River  Inspectors  have  made  13  visits  to  the  works  during  1904,  and  have  taken  four  samples 
of  the  effluent,  which  have  always  been  placed  in  the  list  of  good  effluents. 


NIGHTSOIL  REMOVAL. 

The  Township  is  divided  into  four  Wards,  Abram  Brow,  Bamfurlong,  Bickershaw,  and  Plank 
Lane, 


TO 


In  the  first-named  Ward  the  removal  of  nightsoil  is  carried  out  by  the  Local  Authority,  but  in 
the  last  threc-naracd  Ware’s  the  nightsoil  is  removed  Ijy  the  farmers  under  contracts  with  the  Local 
Authority,  which  during  the  past  year  has  been  carried  out  very  satisfactorily. 


Yours  obediently, 

JAMES  EATOCK, 

Sanitary  Inspector. 
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